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DECISION 

FILE: B-211.356 0 A T E : A p r i l  15, 1983 

MATTER OF: B a r t o n  C o n t r a c t i n g  Company 

DIGEST: 

P r o t e s t  t h a t  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  v i o l a t e d  
Defense  A c q u i s i t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n  ( D A R )  by n o t  
award ing  c o n t r a c t  w i t h i n  b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  
p e r i o d  is summar i ly  d e n i e d .  The DAR does 
not require t h a t  a n  award be  made w i t h i n  b i d  
a c c e p t a n c e  period and t h e  DAR s p e c i f i c a l l y  
permits a n  agency  t o  request a b i d  e x t e n s i o n  
where a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  d e l a y  a n  
award beyond t h e  b i d d e r ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d .  

B a r t o n  C o n t r a c t i n g  Company ( B C C )  p r o t e s t s  award 
u n d e r  s o l i c i t a t i o n  N o .  DACA01-83-C-0020, i s s u e d  by  t h e  
Army C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s ,  to  a n y  f i r m  o t h e r  t h a n  BCC. 
BCC c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  v i o l a t e d  t h e  
Defense  A c q u i s i t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n  ( D A R )  by  n o t  award ing  
t o  BCC w i t h i n  t h e  b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d .  

The DAR does n o t  r e q u i r e  a n  award w i t h i n  t h e  
i n i t i a l  b i d  acceptance p e r i o d ,  and  t h e  Corps  p r o p e r l y  
c o u l d  request  a b i d  e x t e n s i o n .  DAR 5 2-404.1(c)  
( D e f e n s e  A c q u i s i t i o n  C i r c u l a r  N o .  76-17,  September I, 
1 9 7 8 )  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p e r m i t s  a n  a g e n c y  to  r e q u e s t  a n  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  period i n  o r d e r  to  
a v o i d  t h e  need f o r  r e a d v e r t i s e m e n t  where a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i v e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  d e l a y  a n  award beyond t h e  b i d d e r ' s  
a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d .  
B-194461, A p r i l  9 ,  lm,T-l CPD 2q7. W e  n o t e  t h a t  
t h e  Government h a s  no  r i g h t ,  however ,  to  a b i d  e x t e n -  
s i o n .  I t  is f o r  e a c h  b idder  to  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  i t  
w i s h e s  to  c o n t i n u e  t o  have i t s  b i d  c o n s i d e r e d  by 
e x t e n d i n g  its b i d .  

See Tennessee  A p p a r e l  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  PII 

W e  summar i ly  deny  t h e  p ro tes t .  
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